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MISSION:
Providing hope and resources for those without life’s essentials
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Message from the Board of Directors
 

Dear Friends,
 
Your generosity makes a meaningful difference in the lives of those we serve. In addition to our 
work in the United States, you made it possible for us to extend our reach into 18 other countries 
in fiscal year 2016. Your support provides hope and resources for those without life’s essentials.
 
With the ongoing dedication of corporate partners, energetic volunteers and passionate friends 
throughout the year, we fed bodies, minds and futures as we distributed globally             
105 million pounds of food and essentials valued at $415 million. Thanks to these relationships, 
our collective outreach has benefited 5.9 million individuals around the world.
 
Again, none of this would have been possible without our generous donors!
 
We appreciate you joining us as we continue to be a springboard to a better life for the people we 
serve each day.
 

Board of Directors
Feed the Children
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Feed the Children is one of the largest           
U.S.-based charities, serving a constituency 
throughout the United States and in 18 
countries around the world. Established in 1979 
with a singular goal to end child hunger, today 
Feed the Children provides food, education, 
essentials and disaster relief. 

In fiscal year 2016, through our domestic and 
international programs, Feed the Children 
distributed 105 million pounds of food and 
essentials worldwide with a total value of  
$415 million, working with partner agencies to 
benefit 5.9 million people globally. 

OUR PROGRAMS
TOTAL

PROGRAM IMPACT

105M lbs.

TOTAL 
WEIGHT

$415M
TOTAL 
VALUE



INTERNATIONAL IMPACT

13M 
lbs.

International Total Weight: 13M Pounds

More than 

$63M International Total Value: More than $63M

$352M

92M 
lbs.

Domestic Total Value: $352M

Domestic Total Weight: 92M Pounds

DOMESTIC IMPACT
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DOMESTIC

IMPACT ACROSS THE NATION
In fiscal year 2016, through our national network of more than 1,500 
active partner agencies, Feed the Children distributed 92 million pounds 
of food and essentials valued at $352 million. Through this network, our 
collective outreach benefited 5.4 million people in the United States.

SUMMER FOOD & EDUCATION PROGRAM (SFEP)
For many children in the United States, school meals are the only food 
they can depend on every day. When the school year ends so do school 
lunches, which serve more than 13 million children nationwide. Without 
school meals, many of these children face a summer of hunger. 

With the help of public funds and private partners, our Summer Food 
and Education Program served 212,000 meals to children at 37 sites across 
Oklahoma. The program is further enhanced by the combined resources 
of Feed the Children’s logistics and transportation experience, along with 
the support of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Summer 
Food Service Program.

In addition to feeding bodies, we also fed minds and futures, providing 
4,700 backpacks, school supplies and 18,000 books to children in the 
program with the help of our partners. We were even able to send 
groceries to hungry families on days when children could not reach the 
meal sites in person.

5.4M
PEOPLE 

BENEFITED

$352M
TOTAL 
VALUE

DOMESTIC
IMPACT



“Feed the Children is a world-class organization, which 
develops partnerships with corporations, allowing for 
long-term sustainability with the focus to ultimately 
help end hunger by providing food and essentials. It is a 
pleasure to call Feed the Children our partner!”

Morris M. Lenczicki
Vice President, Communications &

 Social Responsibility
L’Oréal Operations 

“It’s an honor to work with the Feed the Children team. 
We applaud this outstanding organization for its endless 
fight against hunger and its commitment to breaking the 
poverty cycle.”

Andrew Choe
President and CEO

StarKist
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INTERNATIONAL

Internationally, we use a child-focused community development 
(CFCD) approach emphasizing four key program pillars to transform 
lives by improving the food and nutrition security of mothers and 
children. This helps to reduce malnutrition and poverty. Feed the 
Children served more than 541,000 individuals through program 
activities and sponsored approximately 25,000 children in our 
communities and schools across our country programs. 

The food & nutrition pillar is focused on improving the nutritional 
status of pregnant and lactating women, and of children under two 
years of age. 

The health & water pillar works to ensure that our clean-water 
and sanitation interventions work to prevent common illnesses for 
children and their families. Under both these pillars (food & nutrition 
and health & water), Feed the Children empowered 137,000 caregivers  
by providing training around good nutrition practices and healthy 
behaviors, and supporting them to disseminate that knowledge 
within their communities.

The goal of the education pillar is to improve children’s school 
performance. Feed the Children seeks to reduce barriers and add 
incentives to ensure children enroll and stay in school so they can 
reach their full potential. With this goal in mind, regular, nutritious 
school meals were provided to 229,000 school-aged children.

Feed the Children’s livelihoods pillar equips parents with the 
knowledge and skills needed to provide and care for their families. 
More than 26,000 people benefited from our village savings and loan 
groups, which help increase access to capital, particularly for women. 

348K
Children Impacted

193K
Parents Empowered with 
Training and Knowledge

Children Treated with 
Deworming Medicine

2.1M



“Being part of the Feed the Children’s development 
projects in our community is of great help, and it also 
helps our community grow. The children are benefited 
greatly where they most need it.” 

Mother of a sponsored child
Jardines del Norte

Choloma, Honduras

“Our malnutrition rate five years ago was 18%. After 
the intervention from the Feed the Children program, 
we have a malnutrition rate of 8.2%. In other words, 
more than 50% is reduced. That’s very dramatic, and 
we’re happy.” 

Ernie Uy
Municipal Mayor

Municipality of Mabinay
Negros Oriental, Philippines

“We are proud to be a part of the work (in Malawi) 
alongside Feed the Children. Together, we can help 
the families of Malawi build their own livelihoods and 
break the cycle of poverty.”

Brent Goddard 
Managing Director

Humanitarian Operations
Nourish the Children

Nu Skin, Inc.
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EDUCATION

One of the best ways to help children escape poverty is through education. Feed the Children’s education 
initiatives—both in the U.S. and around the world—are focused on improving children’s school performance by 
reducing barriers and adding incentives to ensure all children enroll and stay in school to reach their full potential.

Domestic
In 2006, Feed the Children launched the Homeless 
Education and Literacy Program (H.E.L.P.). Since its 
inception, we have distributed more than 902,000 
backpacks to American children who are homeless. 
During this fiscal year, H.E.L.P. provided almost 
65,000 of these backpacks, which often contain school 
supplies and nutritious snacks. 

In fiscal year 2016, Feed the Children operated 
four Teacher Store locations — in Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma; Elkhart, Indiana; La Vergne, Tennessee; 
and Ontario, California. Each offered free school 
supplies to educators in Title I schools (schools with 
high numbers/percentages of children from low-
income families). We hosted 21,376 teacher visits 
and gave away more than $6.8 million in teaching 
materials as well as more than 869,000 books, 
benefiting students in 175 school districts.

International
Our education programs impacted 298,000 children in 
communities and schools in fiscal year 2016. Through our 
programs, we provide regular, nutritious school meals 
and deworming medicine to promote good nutrition and 
support academic success. To address common barriers to 
attending school, such as inability to pay school fees, Feed 
the Children is able to provide shoes and school supplies, 
such as backpacks and uniforms. Additionally, we 
support the strengthening of parent-teacher associations. 
These associations encourage parents to engage in their 
children’s education and they strengthen the educational 
opportunities for children.
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GOVERNMENT RELATIONS UPDATE

At Feed the Children, we seek to be a voice for the voiceless, and to partner with government agencies already 
engaged in similar work both in the United States and around the world. Much of our advocacy work at Feed 
the Children centers around strategic policy reform and collaboration to address the systemic issues of hunger 
and poverty. 

Domestic
Our relationships with local, state and federal 
governments are an integral part of administering 
effective outreach programs. In addition to traditional 
governments, we also partner with several Indian 
tribal organizations.

In 2016, our domestic-policy work focused on 
Child Nutrition Reauthorization. This legislation  
funds the USDA’s Summer Food Service Program 
(SFSP). Since 2014, Feed the Children has organized 
a SFSP across Oklahoma aimed at keeping children 
who receive free or reduced-price meals during the 
school year fed during the summer (see page 11 for 
details). We also worked collaboratively with Senate 
Agriculture Committee staff. This work was to help 
get specific language included in a demonstration 
project for the 10 worst-performing states for the   
SFSP program. 

International
Not long after the close of fiscal year 2016, Feed the 
Children was awarded the single, largest grant in 
our history. The award, which is comprised of $19.15 
million from USAID and $19.15 million from our 
corporate partners, will build the most comprehensive 
nutrition and anti-stunting program in Malawi. 

Our policy work in 2016 was conducted in close 
coordination with InterAction, an umbrella 
organization which coordinates the policy work 
of all major U.S.-based NGOs (nongovernment 
organizations). Major accomplishments of this 
community include the passage of the Global Food 
Security Act. This significant piece of international 
food-aid reform will make U.S. aid more efficient      
and significant.
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DISASTER RESPONSE

Feed the Children’s outreach efforts also encompass disaster relief and response. When natural disasters strike, we 
mobilize quickly to provide immediate aid to affected communities. Working with our local partners, we make sure 
children and families affected by natural disasters have the food and necessities they need to survive. 

Domestic
During this fiscal year, Feed the Children distributed 
more than $3.8 million worth of food and essentials to 
disaster-affected regions in the United States. 

Shortly after a state of emergency was declared for 
Flint, Michigan, in January 2016, Feed the Children 
trucks started arriving with bottled water that was 
desperately needed. The city’s public water supply 
was contaminated with lead. Working with numerous 
partners, Feed the Children delivered more than 
28 semitruck loads of water to the area in about six 
weeks. That equated to more than 369 tons of safe 
drinking water.

But our response did not end there. Thanks to our 
generous partner Nature Made®, we delivered more  
than one million vitamin C tablets and more than 
seven million tablets of Calcium Vitamelts®. Both 
vitamin C and calcium are believed to help reduce 
lead absorption in the body, which may counter the 
effects of lead on a child’s ability to learn. Further 
shipments to Flint included children’s books.

International
In three of Feed the Children’s country programs in fiscal 
year 2016, more than 1,000 individuals were trained in 
disaster risk-reduction to prepare for natural disasters. 
Also, emergency food, water and tarps were provided to 
33,000 individuals as disaster response in order to alleviate 
the traumatic effects of natural disasters. When Typhoon 
Melor struck the Philippines in December of 2015, we 
responded by providing food to thousands of children in 
the 30 days following the disaster, as well as equipping 
volunteer teams with cooking pots and plastic sheets       
for protection.

33K
PEOPLE RECEIVED

FOOD, WATER AND SHELTER 
INTERNATIONALLY



33K
INDIVIDUALS SERVED 

INTERNATIONALLY 

$3.8M

Disaster Response 
Impact
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FRIENDS & FOUNDATIONS  

$75K
program suport

Thanks to the generous financial donations of individuals and churches, as well as friends and foundations, critical 
program work continued to be supported in fiscal year 2016. It takes all of us working together to make a significant 
difference in the lives of those we serve.
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OUTREACH EVENTS

Feed the Children can’t fight poverty alone. We need the help of public and private partners. Together, we were 
able to provide food and essentials to children and families in need across the U.S. One of the most tangible ways 
our partners contribute is through food-distribution events. Through these events, our corporate partners provide 
free food and other essentials to children and families in need. A few of our special partners are highlighted below.

H O S P I TA L I T Y  E N T E R P R I S E S  C O M PA N Y
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CORPORATE PARTNERS 

At Feed the Children, experience has taught us that the most effective way to combat hunger is through cross-sectional 
relationships and partnerships. 

In fiscal year 2016, we partnered with approximately 600 corporations that donated products or provided the funds to 
purchase and deliver food and necessities to hungry children. (Below are just a few of our valued partners.) It is these 
partners that enable us to carry out our mission and quite literally make us who we are. 
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Feed the Children’s audited consolidated financial statements for the years ended June 30, 2016 and 2015 are available at
www.feedthechildren.org/reports or upon request.

FINANCIALS: Years Ended June 30, 2016 and 2015
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2016

2016 AND 2015 PERCENTAGES
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Christy Gary Travis
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LEADERSHIP

FEED THE CHILDREN 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Rick England
Chairman

Mary Schrick, N.D., Ph.D. 
Vice Chair

Gregg Yeilding 
Secretary

Kathy Thomas 
Treasurer

Michelle Mesen

Mike Hogan

FEED THE CHILDREN 
EXECUTIVE STAFF

Travis Arnold 
Interim President & CEO/Chief Operations Officer 

Christy Tharp 
Chief Financial Officer

Mike Panas 
Chief Information Officer

Scott Killough, Ph.D. 
Senior Vice President, International Operations

Gary Sloan, Senior Vice President 
Domestic Operations/Program Development

M. Diane Moss, SHRM-CP, PHR 
Senior Vice President, Human Resources

Please note: Numbers represented, with the exclusion of financial data, are an approximation and are not exact.



FEED THE CHILDREN 
EXECUTIVE STAFF

Travis Arnold 
Interim President & CEO/Chief Operations Officer 

Christy Tharp 
Chief Financial Officer

Mike Panas 
Chief Information Officer

Scott Killough, Ph.D. 
Senior Vice President, International Operations

Gary Sloan, Senior Vice President 
Domestic Operations/Program Development

M. Diane Moss, SHRM-CP, PHR 
Senior Vice President, Human Resources

Please note: Numbers represented, with the exclusion of financial data, are an approximation and are not exact.

2016 Annual Report | 48



49  | 2016 Annual Report

THANK YOU FOR 
MAKING OUR 

WORK POSSIBLE.

We invite you to support our work 
in the year ahead.

feedthechildren.org/donate

Feed the Children is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization. Donations and contributions are tax 
deductible as allowed by law.
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Twitter
twitter.com/feedthechildren

Linkedin
linkedin.com/company/feed-the-children

Facebook
facebook.com/feedthechildren

Instagram
instagram.com/feedthechildrenorg

YouTube
youtube.com/feedthechildrenorg

Google Plus
plus.google.com/+feedthechildren

JOIN US AS WE SHARE OUR 
MISSION WITH OTHERS
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CO4421A

1-800-627-4556 
333 North Meridian Avenue

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73107
feedthechildren.org


